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May 10: In a paid newspaper advertisement, the Guatemalan Labor Party-January 6 (PGT-6) and
the October Revolutionary (OR) rebel organizations endorsed the peace process initiated by the
government and the Guatemalan National Revolutionary Unity (URNG). The PGT-6 and the OR are
not affiliated with the URNG. May 17: In a communique, the "Officers of the Mountain" expressed
opposition to the peace talks, and accused the military high command of high treason for consenting
to dialogue with the URNG. The anonymous officers describe themselves as those who "daily
expose ourselves to life on the battlefield." The statement said peace in Guatemala will be possible
only when "subversion disappears and order, freedom and justice are imposed." If negotiations
with the rebels continue, the officers threatened to take "necessary actions against traitors, where
it hurts most." The officers accused members of army intelligence of assassinating former air force
chief retired general Anacleto Maza Castellanos "for his valiant opposition" to the peace talks. The
Officers of the Mountain first appeared in May 1988, when they released a series of communiques
and attempted a coup against then-president Vinicio Cerezo. In 1989, communiques from the group
again circulated, and another attempt was made to overthrow the Cerezo administration. May
20: National Reconciliation Commission (CNR) spokespersons told journalists that peace talks
mediator Msgr. Rodolfo Quezada Toruno would require two to three weeks to recuperate from a
hernia operation carried out in Houston, Texas. The second round of peace negotiations between
the government and the Guatemalan National Revolutionary Unity (URNG) had been scheduled
for the end of May in Mexico City, but were postponed due to Quezada Toruno's medical condition.
May 23: Quezada told reporters in Guatemala City that the next round will take place June 17-22 in
Mexico City. (Basic data from ACAN-EFE, 05/10/91; AFP, 05/17/91, 05/20/91, 05/23/91)
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